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ABSTRACT 



A chuck key with integral holder is disclosed, In one 
embodiment, the handle is generally U-shaped and ca- 
pable of receiving electrical cords of various diameters. 
In another embodiment, the handle is semi-circular and 
capable of receiving various sized electrical cords. The 
chuck key is retained to the electrical cord with adhe- 
sive tape, such as electrical tape. This allows the chuck 
key to be firmly mounted to one location on the electri- 
cal cord, while also allowing easy relocation to alter- 
nate attaching locations on the cord. 

15 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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CHUCK KEY WITH INTEGRAL HOLDER BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The drawings illustrate the best mode presently con- 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION templated for carrying out the invention. 
The invention relates to a chuck key used for adjust- 5 Jnthe drawings: 

ing a chuck, and more particularly to a chuck key with . FIG - 1 15 a P e "P ect,ve 1 vlew ° f Ae J chuck ke y of the 

an integral holder for attaching the chuck key to an ™? on apphed t0 ■». electocal «>«>• ■ 

electrical cord of a power tool. FIG 2 is a perspective view of one embodment of 

In order to opened securely close a chuck of a the chuck key of the uivention 

power tool such as an electrical drill, a chuck key is 10 3 » a sectI0nal v,ew «** *»« ,me 3 ~ 3 of 

normally required. Without the chuck key, an operator m • -j i ^ i ■ ^ ^ , 

is not able to change drill bits or drive bits. Therefore, ™" 4 15 * »£ devational v.ew of a portion of the 

it is important to retain the chuck key in a convenient 0 | y ,° * / ■ ' 

, * j « u . r . -„,_.* FIG. 5 is a partial perspective view of another em- 

location to accommodate rapid changing of drill bits 15 , . * A.- ,7 * ■ 

and other drivin bits. . 15 bodiment of the chuck key of the mvention. 

. , , . , ^ . Al _ FIG. 6 is a side elevation view of a portion of the 

Various prior art devices have been used to retain the , . , ri7T/ , _ " 

. . , \ . . . - ... .; . ■ 0 chuck key of FIG. 5. 

chuck key to the tool with which it is used. Some in- CT/ -, - - ^ , . «. , , , .- _ - - 

, , ■ . . . 4 . .1 \ 11 ■" .« t FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along line 7—7 of 

elude a retaining strap to tie the chuck key to the elec- pj G 5 b 

trical cord of the tool. This method however, allows the 20 

chuck key to dangle and slide on the electrical cord DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

such that it is difficult to locate quickly and may be- PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

come caught on foreign objects as the drill is being FIG. 1 shows a chuck key 10 having a key portion 12 

m ^V* * • *t. u 1-1. * 1 i «»< comprising guide 14 and beveled gear 16. Chuck key 10 

Other attempts to retain the chuck key to an electrical 25 [$ attached to M dectrical cord 18 ^ adhesive 4pe 

cord include retaining grooves and clips which press "t 20 

the chuck key onto the electrical cord. However, these shown in FIG. 2, chuck key 10 has a handle 22 

retaining devices are dependent upon the size of the attached t0 ke ^ n b shaft ^ m a x ^ haped 

electneal cord and are not universally adaptable to ^g^ent Handle 22 includes a longitudinal channel 

various size electneal cords. 30 extending toou ^ out its length . In ^ embodiment of 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION FIG. 2, the channel is generally U-shaped having paral- 

■ ' ' lei sides 26 and 28 and a bottom 30 that is substantially 

The present invention overcomes the ^shortcomings perpendicular to sides 26 and 28. Handle 22 is prefera- 

of the pnor art devices by providing a chuck key with bly made of metal to accommodate the rotational force 

an integral holder capable of bemg retained at anyloca- required tQ tum key ^on 12 when engaged with a 

tion on vanous size electneal cords, while still mamtam- tool chuck Sides 26 ^ 28 have flat, planar inside 

ing the flexibility of relocating the chuck key if desired. surface s 27 and 29, respectively, which do not hinder 

In accordance with the invention, a chuck key has a the insertion or removal of cord 18. 

handle with a channel for receiving the electrical cord. As shown m piG. 3, handle 22 is sized to accommo- 

The handle is perpendicular to the key portion. The date a typ^i electrical cord 18 within the channel 

handle and key portion form a generally T-shaped defined by parallel sides 26 and 28 and bottom 30. Elec- 

structure to provide leverage for adjusting the chuck tricaI cord 18 is retaine d in handle 22 by applying adhe- 

when the key portion is engaged with the chuck. In one srve tope 2 o around the circumference of handle 22 and 

embodiment, the handle is constructed of substantially 45 electrical cord 18 along the length of handle 22 as 

parallel sides and a bottom that is substantially perpen- shown in FIG. 1. A common adhesive tape to use to 

dicular to the sides to form a U-shaped channel in the retain the cord to the handle may be electrical tape, 

handle to accommodate electrical cords of various fig. 4 shows an end view of chuck key 10 and shows 

sizes. The chuck key handle is attached to the electrical the capability of handle 22 to accommodate various size 

cord by inserting the cord into the U-shaped handle and 50 electrical cords 18. Since the present invention uses an 

wrapping adhesive tape around the handle and cord. adhesive tape to retain the electrical cord 18 to handle 

In another embodiment, the handle is constructed to 22, without any clips or grooves in handle 22, the pres- 
form a semi-circular channel capable of accommodating e nt invention is readily adaptable to electrical cords 
various sized electrical cords. The handle may also have having various diameters. Preferably, handle 22 is con- 
chamfered ends to allow gradual transition from the 55 structed of a somewhat malleable metal to allow a user 
handle to the electrical cord. to bend sides 26 and 28 slightly if an electrical cord 

These structures allow the chuck key to be firmly larger than handle 22 is encountered, 

retained to electrical cords having various diameters FIG. 5 shows another embodiment of chuck key 10' 

while allowing the chuck key to be relocated anywhere having a handle 22' which forms a semi-circular channel 

on the electrical cord by simply removing the tape, 60 32. As shown in FIG. 6, semi-circular channel 32 does 

sliding the chuck key to the desired location, and re- not have any protrusions, grooves, or other restrictions 

wrapping with tape. to retain the electrical cord in handle 22'. The present 

The invention also contemplates a method of con- chuck key is therefore readily adaptable to various size 

necting a chuck key to a power cord, substantially in electrical cords by applying adhesive tape around the 

accordance with the foregoing summary. 65 cord and handle as previously described. 

Various other features, objects and advantages of the As shown in FIGS. 5 and 7, handle 22' has chamfered 

invention will be made apparent from the following ends 34 and 36 to provide a gradual transition from 

detailed description, taken together with the drawings. handle 22' to an electrical cord. 
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In both embodiments, it is contemplated that handle 
22 and key 12 will form integrally with eaeh other, or 
that the end of shaft 24 will be secured to handle 22 by 
welding, brazing or the like. 

It is recognized that equivalents, alternatives, and 
modifications are possible within the scope of the ap- 
pending claims. 

We claim: 

1. A chuck key for a power tool having an electrical 
cord and a chuck comprising: 

a key portion engageable with the chuck; and 
a handle substantially perpendicular to, and integral 
with, the key portion, the handle comprising planar 
sides forming a U-shape over the entire length of 15 
the handle for receiving the electrical cord. 

2. The chuck key of claim 1 wherein the planar sides 
of the U-shaped handle receiving the electrical cord are 
further defined as a pair of substantially parallel sides 
and the handle further comprises a bottom substantially 2 ^ 
perpendicular to the sides. 

3. The chuck key of claim 1 further comprising a strip 
of adhesive tape for holding the electrical cord to the 
U-shaped handle. 

4. The chuck key of claim 1 wherein the handle is 
comprised of metal. 

5. The chuck kqy of claim 1 wherein an open side of 
the U-shaped handle is opposite the key portion. 

6. The chuck key of claim 1 wherein the handle and 
key portion are generally T-shaped. 

7. A chuck key for a power tool having an electrical 
cord and a chuck comprising: 

a key portion engagable with the chuck; 

35 
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a handle having a semi-circular channel capable of 

freely receiving the electrical cord; 
a retaining means for securing the electrical cord to 

the handle; and 
a shaft connecting the key portion to the handle. 

8. The chuck key of claim 7 wherein the retaining 
means comprises adhesive tape for retaining the electri- 
cal cord to the handle. 

9. The chuck key of claim 7 wherein the handle is 
further defined to comprise chamfered end portions. 

10. The chuck key of claim 7 wherein the handle and 
key portion are generally T-shaped. 

11. The chuck key of claim 7 wherein the handle is 
comprised of metal. 

12. A method of retaining a chuck key to an electrical 
cord comprising the steps of: 

interconnecting a handle with the chuck key, the 

handle defining a longitudinal channel; 
inserting the electrical cord into the channel; and 
taping the electrical cord to the handle. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the channel is 
defined by flat, planar inside surfaces on the handle. 

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the channel is 
defined by an arcuate wall on the handle. 

15. A chuck key for a power tool having an electrical 
cord and a chuck comprising: 

a key portion engageable with the chuck; 

a handle substantially perpendicular to, and integral 
with, the key portion, the handle comprising planar 
sides forming a U-shape for receiving the electrical 
cord; and 

a strip of adhesive tape for holding the electrical cord 

to the U-shaped handle. 

* * * * * 
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